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the Jewish people, the other, our own 
Puritan ancestors. Both made daily 
use of the Scriptures as a part of the 



education of their youth, which is evi- 
dence of the fitness of the scriptures 
for material in sex education. 



SHALL THE CHURCHES TAKE PSYCHICAL 
RESEARCH SERIOUSLY? 



GEORGE BARTON CUTTEN, Ph.D., D.D. 

President of Acadia University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia 

Author of The Psychological Phenomena of Christianity" 



Thirty years ago if a man had talked seriously about ghosts, he would probably have 
been set down as simple-minded, or as a spiritualist. It is still difficult for some of us 
to feel that people can believe in the sobriety of men who investigate ghost stories, attend 
nances, and write articles on communications from the dead. It may be, however, that 
this is only a part of our intellectual provincialism. At any rate, a moment's thought 
will make it evident that religion is interested in any attempt at understanding immor- 
tality. If such an attempt is ill advised it will work harm; if it is really significant it 
may serve, as many claim, to corroborate the stories of the resurrection. There is no 
man better able to give this delicate but serious matter a judicial treatment than Presi- 
dent Cutten. 



It is now over thirty years since the 
English Society for Psychical Research 
was formed, and we have a right to ask 
for the results of their application of 
scientific principles to certain obscure 
psychical phenomena. Surely by this 
time the Society has something to report 
from its own work in addition to the re- 
sults of the labors of similar societies in 
Germany and the United States, and 
from independent investigations in other 
countries. Not only is the general 
public interested, but the churches are 
asking questions, for one line of the 
Society's investigations has a religious 
significance second to none with which 
science is dealing today. 



The presidential address of Sir Oliver 
Lodge before the last meeting of the 
British Association for the Advancement 
of Science has been more discussed than 
any address of its kind previously given 
in recent years. It was an index of the 
Zeitgeist. Thirty-nine years ago the late 
lamented Professor Tyndall delivered his 
famous Belfast address before the same 
association. At that time he attacked 
the arrogance of dogmatic theology, with 
noteworthy effect. Sir Oliver Lodge 
evidently thinks we have exchanged one 
despot for another, and finds it necessary 
to attack the arrogance of dogmatic 
science. This is all the more a subject of 
amazement, for the fundamental claim of 
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science is that it approaches all lines of 
investigation with an open mind, while 
theology, receiving as it does (or did) its 
material from a definite revelation, never 
made any such pretense. 

It was not, however, the general 
charge of the dogmatic and narrow atti- 
tude of science which caused this address 
to make such an impression, but rather 
the specific charge made as an illustration 
of the main contention. The speaker 
said that the scientists of today refused to 
accept any fact which could not be ex- 
plained in terms of physics and chemis- 
try, while there was a large body of facts 
which could not be explained in this way 
and which needed explanation. The 
learned speaker definitely stated that 
these facts seemed to him to be only 
explicable on the hypothesis of the con- 
tinuance of life after death, and the 
communication between living persons 
and those who had died. With such a 
pronouncement as this it behooves us to 
ask the question: "Shall the churches 
take psychical research seriously?" 

What Is Psychical Research? 

To answer this question intelligently 
it is first necessary for us to know what 
we mean by psychical research. A 
society was formed in England in 
1882 under this name, the occasion of 
whose beginning was the refusal of the 
scientific societies of England to publish 
further evidence on behalf of thought- 
transference, or telepathy as it is now 
called. This society has continued its 
work during the years since then, expend- 
ing money, time, and patience — infinite 
patience. 

The subjects investigated by this so- 
ciety have been unusual but not neces- 



sarily supernormal. The object has 
been to collect facts of all sorts of human 
experiences bordering on the supernor- 
mal, and to preserve records of expe- 
riences which are not now of special 
interest. The society has always sub- 
ordinated explanation to the presenta- 
tion of facts and has always been ready 
to publish details of unusual facts 
regardless of what they proved or dis- 
proved, for as a scientific society its 
object was the collection of facts upon 
which to found a theory rather than the 
proving of any particular theory. The 
subjects dealt with may be classified 
under five heads, viz., (1) hypnotism and 
automatisms; (2) telepathy and clair- 
voyance; (3) apparitions (ghosts); (4) 
premonitions and previsions; (5) spirit- 
ism. The society has aimed to approach 
these problems without prejudice, in the 
same spirit which has enabled science to 
solve so many problems, some of which 
were originally as debatable as these. 

The Actual Results Attained 

Of the results of the labors of the 
Society much may be said. Both the 
science and the art of hypnotism have 
been investigated so that now they are 
understood and their laws are known — 
say, about as well as those of normal 
sleep. Automatisms are also familiar 
phenomena now, and the mysteries have 
been eliminated from the conception of 
them. 

Telepathy is still debatable, but many 
accept the fact as proved, although at a 
loss to understand or define its laws. It 
is certain that association of ideas, 
muscle reading, unconscious whispering, 
coincidence, or any other known causes 
are sufficient to explain only a portion of 
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the cases, and telepathy seems to be 
warranted as a hypothesis for the 
remainder. 

Such works as Gurney's Phantasms of 
the Living show the immense amount of 
labor which has been expended to solve 
the question of apparitions, the " census 
of hallucinations" being the basis of the 
conclusions. Many remarkable coinci- 
dences (if such is the explanation) have 
been attested of the appearance of the 
apparition of a person at the time of his 
death. 

A large number of cases of premoni- 
tions and previsions have also been 
collected and work is being continued 
along this line. 

Little or no further work will probably 
be done on hypnotism, for of this there is 
little need, except in so far as the hyp- 
notic state may be favorable for the 
investigation of another subject, telep- 
athy for example. 

" Spiritism " 

The other three subjects are still 
under consideration and promise speedy 
solution. It is about the last subject, 
spiritism, that the war is waged most 
fiercely, and to most persons the Society 
for Psychical Research is nothing more 
than a lot of people trying to induce 
others to believe in spiritism regardless 
of the validity of the evidence; at best 
they are a weak people easily deceived, 
but they may be worse. 

It is true that the cult known as 
spiritualism and the people known as 
spiritualists have been at times easily 
deceived, and so much fraud and char- 
latanism have been connected with pro- 
fessional mediums who claimed to have 
access to the spirit world, that it is 



difficult to interest thinking people in the 
real facts, and the whole matter is dis- 
missed as fraudulent. Certainly no 
charge of weakmindedness can be suc- 
cessfully made against such men as Sir 
Oliver Lodge, Sir William Crookes, Lord 
Kelvin, Professor W. F. Barratt, William 
T. Stead, Professor W. James, F. W. H. 
Myers, Alfred Russell Wallace, Dr. 
Charles Richet, Camille Flammarion, 
William Marconi, and Cesare Lombroso. 
It would be difficult to make a duplicate 
list of such eminent scientists. Yet 
practically every one of these men began 
the study of this subject prejudiced 
against spiritism, and in some cases in 
order to expose the fraud, and concluded 
by accepting the spiritistic hypothesis. 
It can also be said that no society or 
group of men has been so vigilant as far 
as evidence is concerned, or so successful 
in exposing fraud as has the Society for 
Psychical Research. 

There are two or three things which 
the investigators in psychical research 
have recognized but which have not 
always been considered by their critics. 
In the first place, spiritism is neither 
based upon, nor proved by, physical 
phenomena. Tables may tip, heavy 
objects may be moved, trumpets may 
blow, hands may be tied, and tambou- 
rines may rattle, but this has absolutely 
nothing to do with the proof of continued 
existence. Many spiritualists and pro- 
fessional mediums exhibit these things as 
their total stock in trade and claim that 
only spirits could perform these feats. 
The society's members examine these 
cases most minutely but do not present 
the facts as a proof of spirits, to say 
nothing of immortality. The American 
Society recently published a detailed 
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report of such a case (which case I had 
the privilege of investigating on two 
different occasions), covering 672 pages, 
under the caption of A Case of Hysteria. 
Most of the fraud is connected with 
physical phenomena. 

The society also recognizes that the 
physicists' and chemists' claims of a new 
discovery are easily tested, as conditions 
necessary for similar experiments are 
readily duplicated. It is not so with the 
discoveries of psychical research. The 
facts are casual and complicated, for the 
Society only investigates the unusual. 
When the chemist says, " Show me," the 
psychical researcher answers, "I cannot 
show you now, and I do not know that I 
ever can." Then the chemist smiles 
knowingly and turns away. 

The objection of the materialistic 
biologist to spiritism is deeper. He 
"regards consciousness as an epiphe- 
nomenon, the product of a particular 
collocation of highly organized matter 
in the brain, a product which vanishes 
when the collocation is destroyed." 
Consciousness is like the "epiphyte 
which draws its nourishment from the 
plant upon which it grows, and perishes 
when its support dies." The theory 
upon which this objection rests has 
been disposed of by Professor James in 
his Ingersoll lecture on "Immortality." 
He says that if "thought is a function 
of the brain," it must be considered that 
a function may be either productive 
or permissive or transmissive, and he 
classes the function of the brain as either 
of the last two, like the glass in the win- 
dow which does not produce the light but 
transmits it; the removal of the glass 
entirely does not destroy the light but 
gives it free access. Any proved case of 



continued existence after death would 
cause the biologist to change his theory. 
The two great discoverers of the evo- 
lution theory, Charles Darwin and Alfred 
Russel Wallace, differed in their theories 
concerning the mental and spiritual part 
of man's nature. Darwin believed that 
the soul was derived from the lower 
animals, and that the spiritual nature 
was but a by-product developed by the 
struggle for existence. To this Wallace 
disagreed, asserting that the Darwinian 
conception of the origin of the soul pre- 
cluded immortality. Here again we are 
concerned with the theory of origin, for, 
if proof of the continued existence after 
death is once made, the theory of origin 
will of necessity coincide. 

Varlons Theories and Arguments 

Those who have been interested in 
psychical research have admitted that 
personality may not survive as it exists 
here, and in fact opine that the condi- 
tions are very different, but seem to have 
no definite conception of these condi- 
tions. It is on account of these con- 
ditions, they say, that communication is 
so difficult to establish. The conditions 
are such that only certain peculiar per- 
sons are able to receive these communica- 
tions and only then in an abnormal 
state. If the same thing is true among 
the spirits, it is no wonder, they think, 
that messages are so simple and at times 
so muddled. The emphasis, so far, has 
been laid upon proving the identity of 
the pretended spirit, and to most persons 
the questions asked to establish this 
identity have been trifling; but Profes- 
sor Hyslop thinks he has proved by 
experiments between two persons at the 
ends of a telephone wire, that to estab- 
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lish identity the most trivial incidents 
are the most valuable. This is the 
answer given to the criticism of the 
triviality of the messages. 

Those conducting psychical research 
realize that the proof of the existence of 
spirits does not prove that these spirits 
ever lived as human beings on earth, and 
that the continued existence of persons 
beyond the grave does not necessarily 
confer immortality upon these persons 
nor confirm immortality as the destiny 
of the race. At most they hope to prove 
that the mind can exist without the ma- 
terial basis such as we know here, and 
that the communicating intelligence from 
the spirit world is that of an individual 
who once lived on earth. The former, of 
course, does not include the latter. 

As in all branches of science, we find 
experts disagreeing regarding the inter- 
pretation of the facts, while acknowl- 
edging the facts themselves. The most 
serious difference of theory is between 
those who posit a direct message from 
the spirits and those who explain the 
facts by a very broad telepathy— telep- 
athy a trois. The latter say that a 
person may receive a message from 
another and unknown person through the 
medium of a third person, the last-named 
being even unconscious of the message 
transferred. If this were carried out 
indefinitely, it would be difficult to prove 
anything in the psychic realm. To 
most people this broad telepathic hy- 
pothesis is even more difficult to accept 
than the spiritistic. However, we can 
afford to allow the specialists to wage this 
battle among themselves and to wait for 
the ultimate conclusion. 

Considering the general ignorance and 
misunderstanding of the work of those 



engaged in psychical research, it has 
seemed necessary to state the position 
and aims of the Society before endeavor- 
ing to answer the questions which we 
have asked ourselves. Of the difficulties 
of the work I have said nothing. While 
all research work is difficult, the obstacles 
surrounding psychical research seem at 
times to be insuperable; those brave 
enough to attempt it and persistent 
enough to continue it deserve all credit 
and sympathy. We may at least say 
that in an age when science held a grip 
on knowledge and authority, and when 
the trend of this science was strongly 
materialistic, this society insisted on an 
equal chance for a spiritualistic interpre- 
tation and called our attention to a vital 
idealism. 

The Proper Attitude toward Psy- 
chical Research 

Having but lifted the curtain suffi- 
ciently to get a glimpse of the work 
which these students are attempting, we 
may listen for a moment to Sir Oliver 
Lodge's appeal: 

Science might not be able to reveal 
human destiny, but it certainly should not 

obscure it I am one of those who 

think the methods of science can be applied 
to the psychic region. Allow us, anyhow, to 
make the attempt. Let those who prefer 
the materialistic hypothesis by all means 
develop their thesis as far as they can, but 
let us also try what we can do in the psychic 
region, and see who wins. 

That sounds fair, and seems like good 
advice for the churches. The church 
believes in immortality. Why should it 
object to having it proved? Have we 
not passed the time when we should 
object to knowledge in order to make 
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room for faith? The churches should 
show the same respect for psychical 
research as they do for all other kinds, 
viz., patient waiting for the conclusion of 
the experts, and then acceptance of the 
results. When it was announced that 
Madame Curie had discovered radium 
and that this new and strange substance 
threatened to upset certain laws of 
physics concerning energy which were 
supposed to be like the laws of the Medes 
and Persians, the church (and every sen- 
sible person) simply accepted the opin- 
ions of experts. Recognizing the impos- 
sibility of duplicating the experiments on 



account of unfamiliarity with the laws of 
physics and lack of skill in such matters, 
we trusted the honesty of the experts 
which we had no reason to doubt. The 
experiments in psychical research are, if 
anything, more difficult to perform and 
the laws as little understood. The evi- 
dence is too voluminous and technical for 
the layman, although it may be acces- 
sible, and the extracts are often mislead- 
ing. We must treat psychical research 
as we do all research, and if we take 
expert opinions of other kinds seriously, 
why not treat those of psychical research 
seriously ? 



THE PROBLEMS OF BOYHOOD 

A COURSE OF ETHICS FOR BOYS IN THE SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 



FRANKLIN W. JOHNSON 
Principal of the University of Chicago High School 



In the January number of the Biblical World Professor Johnson contributed the 
general introduction to his "Course of Ethics for Boys in Sunday School." With the 
present number Professor Johnson begins the publication of definite studies. Each one 
of these studies is intended for a single class meeting. It is hoped that they will be of 
great help to all teachers of boys of high-school age. 

Study I. Two Views of Boyhood 



There are two views of boyhood. 
The one most commonly held and that 
about which the boy hears most from 
his elders is that it is a period of prepa- 
ration. All its various activities are 
viewed from the standpoint of their 
value as preparation for the life which 
he is to live as a man. In most respects 



this seems to be a wholesome attitude 
and will readily be accepted by the boy 
himself. 

It will be worth while to apply this 
view in some specific cases. 

There are many boys' schools which 
are called "preparatory schools." In 
what sense is the term "preparatory" 



